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able to infect another healthy sheep at this time. Coughed up mucous containing the tiny worms has been placed in the lungs of healthy sheep with no bad effects. These tiny worms are not fully developed and must pass through other stages before they become dangerous to other sheep.
When the newly hatched worms are coughed into the mouth, they may either pass directly to the ground or be swallowed and leave the sheep in its manure. Whichever route is taken, the small worms eventually reach the ground and, if the weather is warm and there is sufficient moisture, they pass through two molting stages after which they are able to stand unfavorable weather conditions, such as drying and freezing, until they have an opportunity to find their way back into another sheep. These two molting stages require about ten days for completion. The little worms are now dangerous to other sheep and their life work is begun in earnest. The young worms crawl up on blades of grass and lie waiting for grazing sheep to eat the grass. After the infected grass is taken into the mouth, the worms resume their journey into the lungs. Just how the worms make their way into the lungs from the mouth is not known. In a month or more the worms reach maturity and they also send out batches of their offspring to start on another round trip, via the mouth, grass, mouth, and back again into the lungs.
Symptoms
As in all other cases of worm infestation, the affected sheep become unthrifty, thin, and run-down in appearance. There is, however, a variation in this disease, because the infested animal furnishes an additional hint in the form of coughing. The worms irritate the air passages in the lungs, setting up an inflammation which may cause a nasal discharge. If there is a large number of worms in the lungs, pneumonia accompanied by rapid and difficult breathing may be recognized. Diarrhea is almost always present. The apparent loss in condition, coughing and general weak-